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DESCRIPTION 

 

Artificial intelligence (AI) is a frontline technology with profound implications for human beings, 
cultures, societies and the environment. AI has the potential to be our ally in the struggle for a more 
equitable, fair, and sustainable future. The unprecedented analytical capacity of this technology has 
helped improve decision-making in all domains of life and has been critical in global efforts to address 
the COVID-19 pandemic by accelerating the discovery of the vaccines. However, AI technologies also 
pose significant risks and challenges, especially in terms of deepening existing divides, exacerbating 
gender disparities, and infringing on human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

UNESCO and the EU are at the forefront of establishing the normative frameworks for these 
technologies. Last year, UNESCO published the Recommendation on the Ethics of AI – the first global 
normative instrument in this field – which adopted by the 193 Member States in November 2021. In 
the same year, the European Commission proposed a Regulation laying down harmonized rules for 
AI (Artificial Intelligence Act). The regulation is currently undergoing the EU legislative procedure, and 
substantive progress has been made towards the adoption of the Digital Services Act and Digital 
Markets Act. 

The First Global Forum on the Ethics of AI will mark an important milestone in the building of a robust 
international coalition towards ensuring the ethical development and use of AI worldwide. The Forum 
will comprise three major components: 

1. Ethical Development and Use of AI in the EU: reinforcing national regulatory 
frameworks and institutions. This session will explore the reform priorities for more 
effective governance at the national level, examine the complementarities of 
UNESCO’s Recommendation and the emerging EU legal framework and identify the 
possibilities for UNESCO-EU partnership over domestic reform agendas on AI 
governance.  

2. Global Collaboration between EU and UNESCO for the Implementation of the 
Recommendation on the Ethics of AI: This session will feature digital ministers from 
across the world, including Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Asia and the 
Pacific. These ministers will lead a discussion on the opportunities presented by the 
promotion of AI technologies globally, and the challenges of building ethical 
safeguards to ensure their beneficial use. This section of the Global Forum will be 
underpinned by the collaboration that is being discussed between the European 
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Commission (INTPA) and the Social and Human Sciences at UNESCO for the EU to 
support their efforts, particularly in Africa, to implement the Recommendation.   

3. Special Topics: parallel sessions will be dedicated to the exploration of the state of 
AI from different angles — Gender Equality, Environmental Protection, Readiness and 
Ethical Impact Assessments, Transparency and Non-discrimination.  

The Forum will take stock of the national efforts to promote the ethical development and use of AI and 
identify the best regulatory practices and institutional settings to ensure the ethical development of 
these technologies. Invited experts will analyse how the UNESCO Recommendation can support the 
EU’s efforts to advance value-based technological development, bringing the European perspective 
to a global level. The strong sense of ownership of UNESCO’s Recommendation by all countries, 
including the developing ones, will ensure a high level of engagement.  

At the EU level, the Global Forum will allow the EU Member States to explore, based on the 
Recommendation, the best emergent regulatory practices for maximising the positive social and 
economic of the rapid advancements in AI-driven technologies. The Forum will feature discussions 
on the best institutional settings, to allow the European countries at the frontier of AI governance to 
share key lessons and takeaways. The event can also serve as a forum for identifying the best policies 
and institutional options to advance the implementation of the Recommendation. Separately, 
speakers will share their perspectives on how to ensure that the advancements in new technologies 
do not create new forms of exclusion and inequalities or compound previously existing ones, 
especially in relation to gender. Following this, agreed-upon policy and institutional reforms can be 
undertaken with the engagement of the European semester and the Technical Support Unit, with 
UNESCO serving as a partner in the implementation.  

At the global level, the Forum will advance the European leadership: under the Czech presidency of 
the Council of the EU, to measure the progress made on the Recommendation, and by working with 
countries outside the EU for capacity-building to implement the instrument. The Forum will also 
provide a setting to track the progress being made on the application of the specific tools developed 
under the Recommendation, such as the Ethical Impact Assessment and the Readiness Assessment.   
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THE GLOBAL FORUM ON THE ETHICS OF ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE: 

 
“Ensuring inclusion in the AI world” 

 
13 December 2022 

09:00 – 18:30 

 
Preliminary Programme 

 
8:30-9:00 
Coffee and check-in 

 
 

9:00-10:00 
Opening Session: UNESCO and EU at the Forefront of AI Governance, complementarities on 
normative and legislative work 

 
 Introductory remarks by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, representing 

Czech Presidency of the Council of the European Union (10 minutes) 
 Introductory remarks by the Director-General of UNESCO (10 minutes) 
 Introductory remarks by the Senior Representative of the European Commission (10 

minutes) 
 
Setting the scene: Staying Ahead of the Curve on Ethical AI 
 

 Ethical AI and Europe’s digital future, by Margrethe Vestager, Executive Vice-President for A 
Europe Fit for the Digital Age (10 minutes) 

 UNESCO Recommendation on the Ethics of AI, by Gabriela Ramos, Assistant Director General 
for Social and Human Sciences at UNESCO (10 minutes) 

 The European Parliament’s take on Ethical AI, by Adrián Vásquez Lázara, Chair of the 
European Parliament Committee on Legal Affairs (10 minutes) 
 

 
10:00-10:15 
Coffee Break 
 
 

 
  



4 

 

 
10:15-12:15 
High-Level Ministerial Session I: Ethical Development and Use of AI in the EU 
 
Setting the scene: Steering the governance of artificial intelligence 
 

 Public Administration Reforms and Digital Transformation,  by Senior Representative of the 
Directorate-General for Structural Reform Support (DG REFORM) 

 Assessing Ethical Impact in the AI life cycle, by Gabriela Ramos, Assistant Director General for 
Social and Human Sciences at UNESCO (5 minutes) 

 
Ministerial Roundtable: Building institutional infrastructures for Ethical AI (110 Minutes) 

 Moderator: Ivan Bartoš, Deputy Prime Minister for Digitisation and Minister of Regional 
Development of the Czech Republic 

 Participants:  EU ministers responsible for digital and electronic communications 
 

12:15-13:45 
Lunch 
 
 

 
 

 
13:45- 15:45 
High-Level Ministerial Session II: Opportunities to Collaborate for Implementing UNESCO’s 
Recommendation on the Ethics of AI 
 
Setting the scene: Steering the governance of artificial intelligence 
 

 Europe and the Global South joining forces, by  Senior Representative of the Directorate-
General for International Partnership (INTPA), European Commission.  

 Readiness Assessment and institutional capacity building, by Gabriela Ramos, Assistant 
Director General for Social and Human Sciences at UNESCO (5 minutes) 

 
Ministerial Roundtable: Implementing UNESCO’s Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence 
(110 Minutes) 

 Chair:  Jan Lipavský, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic 
 Moderator:  
 Participants:  Ministers from developing and developed countries 

 
15:45-16:00 
Coffee Break 
 
 

 
 

 
16:00-17:00 
Expert Roundtable I: Addressing the Danger 
of Gender Biased AI 
 

 
 Mariagrazia Squicciarini, Chief of 

Executive Office, Social and Human 
Sciences, UNESCO.  

 Lorena Jaume-Palasí, founder of The 
Ethical Tech Society 

 
16:00-17:00 
Expert Roundtable II: Ensuring Transparency 
and Non-discrimination in the Development of 
AI: Best Practices 
 

 Marek Havrda, Deputy Minister of 
European Affairs, Czechia. 

 David Leslie, Director of Ethics and 
Responsible Innovation Research at The 
Alan Turing Institute. 
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 Elizabeth M. Renieris, Senior Research 
Associate, Oxford Institute for Ethics in AI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q&A and Discussion (20 minutes) 
 

 Juha Heikkilä, Adviser for Artificial 
Intelligence in the European Commission 
Directorate-General for Communications 
Networks, Content and Technology. 

 Julie Owono, Executive Director of Internet 
Sans Frontières and an inaugural member 
of the Facebook Oversight Board. 

 Ravi Naik, Legal Director at AWO Agency 
 

Q&A and Discussion (20 minutes) 
 

17:00-18:00 
 
Expert Roundtable III: Artificial Intelligence 
and the Environment 

 

 Lynn H. Kaack, Assistant Professor of 
Computer Science and Public Policy at 
the Hertie School, and Cofounder and 
Chair of Climate Change AI.  

 Virginia Dignum, Professor of 
Computer Science at Umeå University, 
and Associated Professor at Delft 
University of Technology.  

 Peter-Paul Verbeek, Chairperson of 
UNESCO’s COMEST and Rector 
Magnificus of University of Amsterdam.  

 Gina Neff, Executive Director, the 
Minderoo Centre for Technology & 
Democracy, University of Cambridge 

 
Q&A and Discussion (20 minutes) 
 

17:00 -18:00 
 
Expert Roundtable IV: Ethics of AI for Private 
Sector Companies 
 

 UNESCO Representative. 
 Natasha Crampton, Chief Responsible AI 

Officer at Microsoft’s office of Responsible 
AI.  

 Sandra Wachter, Professor and Senior 
Researcher at the Oxford Internet Institute. 

 Elham Tabassi, Chief of Staff for NIST’s 
Information Technology Laboratory.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q&A and Discussion (20 minutes) 

18:00-18:30 
Conclusions and Outcomes 
 

 

 
 


